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Royal Society Of Chemistry, United Kingdom, 2010. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 224 x 152 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book. The name Allium is said to come from the Greek word to avoid because of its
offensive smell. The genus Allium includes more than 800 species of which only a few have been cultivated as
foods. Many of the other members of this genus are popular with gardeners as easy to maintain perennials,
although the smell of some members of the genus can be off-putting. The smell is a consequence of breakdown
of sulfur-containing compounds which is a characteristic of this family of plants. Garlic, onions, leeks, chives
and other members of the genus Allium occupy a unique position both as edible plants and herbal medicines,
appreciated since the dawn of civilization. Alliums have been featured through the ages in literature, where
they are both praised and reviled, as well as in architecture and the decorative arts. Garlic pills are top-selling
herbal supplements while garlic-based products show considerable promise as environmentally friendly
pesticides. The remarkable properties of the alliums can be understood based on the occurrence of a number
of relatively simple sulfur-containing chemical compounds ingeniously packaged by nature in these plants. This
unique book, with a foreword by 1990 Nobel Laureate E.J. Corey, outlines the extensive history and the
fascinating past and present uses of these plants, sorting out fact from fiction based upon detailed scrutiny of
historic documents as well as numerous laboratories studies. Readers will be entertained and educated as they
learn about early cultivation of garlic and other alliums while being introduced to the chemistry and
biochemistry. They will learn how alliums have been portrayed and used in literature, poetry, the arts and how
alliums are featured in the world s oldest cookbook. Technical material...
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